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with 

Reusable 
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Recycling 

System 

Broken

Leadership 

Crisis 
No penalty or 

accountability 

for producers

The Packaging Problem 



Some Policy 
Tools 

Bans on problem materials

Create incentives: 

Per-unit fees and Deposit-Return

Establish packaging rules  

Extended Producer Responsibility 



Bans on Problem 
Materials 

• Ubiquitous litter

• Common recycling 
contaminant  

• Reusable, or more easily 
recyclable alternatives



Maine’s Plastic Bag Ban/Paper Bag Fee 



Create Financial Incentives 

BAG, CUP, UTENSIL FEES, 
ETC.

DEPOSIT-RETURN FEE, TAX, OR TAX-BREAK 
FOR DESIRED OUTCOME



Maine’s 
Bottle Bill 



Establish Packaging Rules 

Tethered caps In-house dining rules Minimum recycled 
content 



LD 102: 
"An Act To Improve the 
Manufacturing of Plastic Bottles 
and Bottle Caps"







Producers take some responsibility for packaging all over the world.



Design for the Environment Examples

ITALY (Conai)

• Recycled content increased to 
100%.

• Single material type (plastic 
eliminated)

• 80% more can fit on one pallet

• Energy, carbon, and water use all 
cut in half

• L’Oreal is producing refillable 
shampoo dispensers.

• Each refill saves .5 oz of plastic.

BELGIUM (Fostplus)



Some of the 
Companies 
that pay for 
Canada’s 
Recycling 
Programs

Source: Canadian Stewardship Services 
Alliance (www.cssalliance.ca/resources-list/)



LD 2104: An Act to Support and Increase the Recycling of Packaging



Thank you!

Connect to Protect 

Visit www.recyclingreform.org for more info 

Reach me at sarah@nrcm.org or (207) 430-0170

http://www.recyclingreform.org/

